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Dear Parents and Carers,

As | have said to many of you this week - | do not think | have ever spent as much time trailing the Met Office
website as | have over this last month! From Sports Day, to extreme heat, to watching for the right Chipfest
conditions, it has been quite a few weeks! | want to say thank you to the all of the staff here who worked
exceptionally hard in the extreme heat to support the children in school and do all they could to make it as
manageable as possible - you do not always get to see what goes on behind the scenes but they have worked
tirelessly to adjust and adapt and still give the children a positive, learning experience.

It was wonderful to see so many of you at Chipfest on Saturday 27" - thank you to everyone that came to support
the event, a huge thank you to everyone that volunteered their time manning stalls and helping with the set up
and clear up. It really would not be the success it is without the commitment from so many of our families and
staff. Thank you to the Friends for their tireless organisation of the event - | have never worked with a PTA as com-
mitted as this and the entire school community should be incredibly grateful of their dedication in giving the
children the very best opportunities.

Last week the children took the time to meet their new teaching team in their new classrooms, as well as
welcoming our next cohort of Wrens and Robins! There was a wonderful buzz around the school as everyone spent
time exploring new areas and meeting new faces.

This week has continued to be packed with activities and events:

Tuesday afternoon was time for our young apprentices in Year 6 to showcase their business acumen and make a
profit from £5 - if you were able to visit - didn't they do well!? Stalls were sold out rapidly and there was some
excellent sales talk to be heard across the playground. Well done Year 6 for demonstrating even more of your
talents.

| had the absolute joy of spending Wednesday afternoon with our Pupil Parliament - a few weeks ago, | casually
made a comment to Miss lllidge that | would be able to find a little pot of money that the Pupil Parliament might
have a use for...next thing | know, | have 5 entrepreneurial groups taking turns to pitch in my office to myself and
Mrs Sandiford (A Local Project Manager) their ideas! We were both incredibly impressed with the
children's confidence and Mrs Sandiford was especially impressed at the research and time the children had put
into their presentations and how well they were able to answer questions on the spot! Needless to say, | think | will
be looking for a bigger pot of money...!

We then had our Careers Fair on Thursday - this was another inspiring event for our Year 5 and 6 pupils to find out
what it takes to fly a plane, work for the Police, explore Radiography, practice Law and more! Thank you to the
volunteers who gave up their time for the morning to enable this event to be a success. If you are interested in
supporting this event next year, please let Mrs Tubby know.

It is hard to believe we only have two weeks left of the academic year - | am so exceptionally proud of the work the
children and staff have put in and continue to maintain as we head towards the summer, it is what makes our
school the success that it is.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend,
Mrs Walker, Headteacher
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Hill Ambassador Awards

On Friday 26" June we celebrated those children
who received the Independence Ambassador Award.
These pupils show confidence and responsibility by
thinking for themselves, making good choices, and
taking ownership of their learning and behaviour.

Wrens - Anaiyah
Robins - Elsie Kestrels - Alana
Nightingales - Chalotte
Skylarks - Arthur

Kingfishers - Mia

Harriers - Max
Eagles - Claudia
Hawks - Aadam

Swifts - Lucas Falcons - Asmin

Ospreys - Jayden and Georgiana

Kites - Flynn Condors - Ava

This week we celebrated those children who received
the Digital Citizen Ambassador Award for using
technology safely, responsibly, and creatively.

Kites - Bear
Wrens - Amelie Kestrels - Albie
Robins - Vinnie Harriers - Lucas
Nightingales - Jack Eagles - Marnie
Skylarks - Robin Hawks - Lyra
Kingfishers - Jack Falcons - Frankie and
Swifts - Evelyn Hollie
Ospreys - Ethan Condors - Asrith

Year 2 - Mini Games

On Monday morning the children in Year 2 attended a
'mini games' event in Chelmsford. They began by waving
the Sri Lankan flag during the opening ceremony. There
were six events including; sprinting, horse riding,
cheerleading, beanbag shuttles, speed stacking and
javelin throwing. They all did incredibly well and we
were very proud of them. Well done to our medal
winners - Lucas, Thea, Ava and Ariella!

Community Information

Information regarding the following has been included
in the community section of our school website,
please take a look if you would like further
information. These are all third party
events/information, not endorsed by the school, but
they may be of interest to you.

https://www.chippinghill.essex.sch.uk/community-

info
. Summer Workshops - Impresario Theatre
. Hanson Box - Drawing Competition
o Free Family Events in Braintree

) SCS Witham Summer Football
° Staying Safe from Rabies
) Football Train Event with Braintree Museum

° ACL - Fun, Fully Funded Activities for you and
your family this summer

. Braintree Golf Club Open Day

Online Safety

Is your child moving to Secondary school this
September?

Internet Matters have outlined a number of tools and
resources, including a Transition Parent Guide to help
support you:

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/moving-
to-secondary-school-online-safety-guide/
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Useful Contacts

NHS Healthy Start Scheme -
www.healthystart.nhs.uk

Healthy Start provides financial help for families on
low incomes or certain benefits, helping them to
buy:

e Fruit and vegetables

o Milk

e Infant formula

Vitamins for pregnant women, new mums, and
young children.

Best Start in Life - beststartinlife.gov.uk

Supporting families every step of the way, Best Start
in Life is here to help you and your child thrive, from
pregnancy through to starting school. Being a parent
brings incredible moments of joy alongside natural
worries and questions. Whether you're expecting
your first baby, understanding your child’s early
health, navigating their first day in childcare, or
preparing for school, the Best Start in Life website
brings together a range of trusted information and
support in one easy-to-access place.

Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service -
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/

Phone - 0300 247 0013

Home-Start Essex - www.home-startessex.org.uk

Home-Start Essex works with families who have
children under 5, supporting parents to give their
children the best possible start in life.

Witham Community Hub - www.withamhub.co.uk

17 The Grove Shopping Centre, Witham, Essex,
CMS8 2YT

Phone: 01376 617998

Enquiries: info@withamhub.co.uk

Events Diary

If there are any changes to the dates listed, we will notify
you as soon as possible.

07.07.26: Year 6 Production - performances at 2pm and
6pm

08.07.26: No Hip Hop Club KS2

09.07.26: Falcons and Condors Forest School
10.07.26: No Girls Basketball Club

14.07.26: Year 6 Leavers Event and Celebration
14.07.26: iRock Concert

15.07.26: Year 6 Activity Day at Harlow Outdoors
16.07.26: Year 6 Celebration Lunch

17.07.26: Summer Awards Day - 12pm parents to school
for picnic lunch. Children can leave school from 1.30pm to
3.15pm.

20.07.26: Non Pupil Day

21.07.26: Start of the Summer Holidays
01.09.26: Non Pupil Day

02.09.26: Start of Autumn Term 2026-2027
23.10.26: Non Pupil Day

26.10.26 to 30.10.26: Half Term

02.11.26: Non Pupil Day

Scooters

Please can you double check the scooter that you
have collected from the school bike/scooter park is
the correct one. Unfortunately as
we have a number of similar
scooters it appears the wrong ones
may have been taken home. r
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Recent Letters And Communications

e Dinner orders for weeks commencing 13" July,
31° August and 7" September 2026

e Wide Awake Club booking forms for weeks
commencing 13" July, 31° August and 7™ September

e Year 6 - Performance

e Parent Survey from Essex County Council

e Consent for Year 6 Harlow Outdoors trip

® Year5 - Residential Instalment Reminder

e Witham Collaborative Music Festival

e Message to Year 3 parents from Mrs Walker

e Year 5 Taster Day at Lift Maltings - early drop off
e Super Supper Club Booking Forms for Autumn Term
e Year 6 Project - Make £5 Grow

® Year 6 - Forest School

® Year 6 - Health Questionnaire Leaflet

e Children's Vision Screening and Eye Health

e Hot Weather Update

e Year 4 Food and Farming Trip
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Payment Reminders

Year 6 Harlow Outdoors Trip: No payment is required
for this trip, but please ensure you have given consent
for your child to attend via Scopay by Monday 13" July.

Year 6 Residential for current Year 5: For those paying
on a monthly basis, the June payment of £28 was due by
Tuesday 30" June. The payment can be made online via
Scopay or by returning payment to the school office.

Wide Awake Club and Super Supper Club Balances:
Booking forms for the Autumn Term are now available.
Please ensure that all balances for WAC and SSC are
cleared before bookings for the new school year are
placed.

If there are any problems making payments please
speak to the office. Thank you.

Survey - Breakfast Habits

The Healthy Schools Team at Essex Child and Family
Wellbeing Services would like to learn more about
current approaches, what is working well, the
challenges schools and families may face, and what
support would be most helpful in encouraging healthy
breakfast habits. The survey is designed to provide a
clearer understanding  of  current practices,
experiences, and challenges, and to help identify the
most useful resources, guidance, and support to include
in a practical toolkit, to support and enhance the
promotion of healthy, colourful breakfasts that include
fruit and vegetable.

Breakfast Habits Survey — Fill in form

Summer Club

Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate a club at
Chipping Hill this summer. This is due to significant
building works scheduled across the site during the
holiday period, so we are unable to safely accommodate
any external provision.

We appreciate that this may be disappointing and are
sorry for any inconvenience caused. We will endeavour
to communicate other clubs running over the summer
holidays, that we are made aware of, via the community
page of the school website including Coach James’s
Summer Multi-Sports Camp at New Rickstones
Academy.

Dinner Menu Rotation
Week commencing 06/07/26: Summer Term Menu 3

Dinner orders for this week are now closed.
Week commencing 13/07/26: Summer Term Menu 1
Week commencing 31/08/26: Autumn Term Menu 2
Week commencing 07/09/26: Autumn Term Menu 3

Dinner menus for the above weeks are now available
to view on the school website and orders can be
placed online via SCOPAY. Please ensure that after
ordering meals for week commencing 13™ July that
you scroll across to September to complete the order
for the first two weeks of September (this does not
apply to Year 6).

The deadline for placing orders is 1pm on
Wednesday 8™ July 2026.

A copy of the allergen list can be found on the school
website. It is the responsibility of parents or carers to
ensure that, where necessary, you have checked the
allergen list and ordered an appropriate meal
accordingly. This also applies to ensuring that any
children with any other dietary requirements are also
ordered the correct meal (i.e. vegetarians and those
with religious beliefs). There will be no charge for
those entitled to Universal Free School Meals
(reception, Year 1 and Year 2) and to those children in
other year groups entitled to means tested free school
meals. The charge for all other children is £2.20,
payment can be made online or by cash.

From 1st September the charge will be £2.50.

Year 6: On Thursday 16th July, the Year 6 children
have a celebration buffet lunch. If you would like to
order this meal please use the code S. No other meals
are available for Year 6 on this day.

Year 2: Please also note that Universal Infant Free
School Meals finishes at the end of Year 2 and so
meals from September will need to be paid for (£2.50
per meal). If you think your child should be entitled to
means tested free school meals please ensure that
you have completed the registration form for free
school meal eligibility (available from the office).

We have books to donate!

EYFS have had a tidy up of their reading books and
were wondering if there were any pre-schools or
nurseries that parents are attached to that would like
any books? They are in a well worn but useable
condition and might be appropriate for children to
play with. Some are wordless and some have simple
words and sentences. Please let the office know if you
are interested.
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Please double check the end date of your child’s clubs.

There is no MiniMe Mindfulness, KS2 Hip Hop or Girls Basketball for the rest of term.
Next week is the last week for Choir, MegaBallers, KS1 Hip Hop and all Friday clubs.

Summer — School Activity Clubs

MONDAYS:
Netball (Year 5 & 6): From 20" April to 13* July finishing at 4.15pm

KS1 Football (Year 1 & 2): From 20% April to 13" July, finishing at 4.20pm
British Sign Language (Year 2-6): From 20 April to 13t July, finishing at 4.15pm

TUESDAYS:

MegaBallers (Year 1— 6): From 2@ June to 7% July, starting at 7.45am
Boys Football (Year 3 & 4): From 21= April to 14 July, finishing at 4.20pm
KS2 Ninja Warrior (Year 3 - 6): From 28" April to 14* July, finishing at 4.15pm
Tennis (Year 1 - 6): From 14 April to 14 July, finishing at 4.05pm
Choir (Year 1- 6): From 21 April to 7% July, finishing at 4.15pm
WEDNESDAYS:

Boys Football (Year 5 & 6): From 22 April to 15* July, finishing at 4.20pm
K51 Arts & Crafts (Year 1 & 2): From 3rd June to 15th July, finishing at 4.15pm
THURSDAYS:

KS2 Girls Football (Year 3 - 6): From 23™ April to 16® July, finishing at 4.20pm
KS2 Arts & Crafts (Year 3 & 6): From 4" June to 16" July, finishing at 4.15pm
Hip Hop (Year 1 & 2): From 4" June to 9% July, finishing at 4.15pm
K51 & KS2 Muliisports (Year 1- 6): From 30th April to 16th July, finishing at 4.15pm
Board Games (Year 1- 6): From 23™ April to 16* July, finishing at 4.15pm

FRIDAYS:
K51 & KS2 Gymnastics (Year 1- 6): From 24 April to 10* July, finishing at 4.15pm
KS1 Multisports (Year 1 & 2): From 1 May to 10* July, finishing at 4.15pm
KS2 Rounders (Year 3 - 6): From 24 April to 10% July, finishing at 4.15pm

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT IF YOUR CHILD JOINS A CLUB THAT YOU KEEFP A NOTE
OF THE DATES AND FINISHING TIMES.

Chipping Hill Primary School fully complies with information legislation. For full details on how we use personal information, please go to
https://www.chippinghill.essex.sch.uk/ and click on the data protection tab. Alternatively, you can call the school office on 01376 512201 if you are unable to
access the internet.
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